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• Established in 2020, Galileo Empower is a pan-European renewable energy developer, who 
aim to develop, build and operate renewable energy assets. 

• The Company currently has a project development portfolio spanning Scotland, Wales, 
England, Ireland, Germany, Sweden, and Finland

• Our senior management team is made up of leading energy and investment experts that 
bring decades of international experience across more than thirty markets, and our funders 
are long-term institutional investors with a global footprint, international mindset and 
collaborative mentality.  



Project Team
• Our Edinburgh-based project team includes 

specialists with a track record of delivering renewable 
energy projects.

• We currently have projects in both Scotland and 
Wales, including:

• Corr Chnoc Wind Farm, Argyll & Bute
• Crosbie Wind Farm, North Ayrshire
• Craighead Wind Farm, Perth & Kinross
• Dorenell Extension, Moray 
• Lynemore Wind Farm, Highland
• Mynydd Ty-talwyn Energy Park, Bridgend
• Bryn Cadwgan, Carmarthen
• Middlerigg BESS, West Lothian



The Drive for Renewable Energy
• In 2019, both the Scottish and UK Governments declared a Climate Emergency.
• The Scottish Government has committed to achieving net zero (100% carbon reduction) by 2045.

• In order to achieve this, SG has set a target that by 2030 it aims to generate 50% of the country’s 
heat, transport and electricity consumption from renewables, and by 2050 to have decarbonised 
completely.

• The Climate Change Committee anticipate electricity demand to more than double during this 
period as industry, heating etc. is further electrified.  

• The Scottish Government have a target to increase Onshore wind generating capacity from 12GW 
to 20GW by 2030.

• Electricity from onshore wind is one of the cheapest sources of electricity per kWh.
• Homegrown energy sources are not reliant on imports, therefore more secure and less 

susceptible to price increases.



RenewableUK Stats



https://www.scottishfuturestrust.org.uk/media/cache/cc_full_xl/img/article/6564b2c2f14ca_vich_Screenshot_2023-11-27_151544.png (1140×801)

https://www.scottishfuturestrust.org.uk/media/cache/cc_full_xl/img/article/6564b2c2f14ca_vich_Screenshot_2023-11-27_151544.png


Our Current Proposals
• We are still very much in the design process, and 

assessments will continue over the next 6+ months
• Once we have all of the onsite data, we will have a full 

understanding of those specific areas which need to 
be avoided

• We can then start to focus on the visual aspect of the 
wind farm, from a range of key viewpoints, and see 
where we can make changes





Public Consultation 
We held two public exhibitions on the 24th and 25th of 
March
• The Ceilidh House, 1400 to 2000
• Durness Village Hall, 0900 to 1400
Across the two events 78 people attended
Exhibition boards and consultation 
forms are available on our website.

Second round of consultation events 
will occur in the autumn, following on 
from Scoping inputs, continued 
environmental surveys and onsite 
assessments

We received 39 feedback forms from 
the consultation period, the feedback 
to date has been very useful and will 
guide our materials for our second 
round of consultation



Follow up/Updates
Julian Grant/newsletter hand delivered



Getting in touch
Any questions, we are best to deal with them 
directly.

We have a dedicated project email and project 
website:

www.kinlochbervierenewableenergyproject.co.uk

kinlochbervie@galileoempower.uk

0131 210 0415

mailto:kinlochbervie@galileoempower.uk


Community Offering
Galileo Empower is committed to developing projects that deliver substantial and tangible long-
term benefits locally, fostering strong community relations and ensuring a green and sustainable 
future for generations to come.

Community Wealth Fund  
    

 Construction Community Fund
• We are committing to offer £5,000 per MW of 

installed wind capacity annually for the 
operational lifetime of the project.

• Based on current proposals of up to 129.6MW, 
the annual fund will be worth up to £648,000

• Final figures will be confirmed once the design 
and generation capacities are confirmed.

• We would offer a Construction Community Fund 
to local groups and organisations, from the start 
of construction until the energy park commences 
operation.

Renewable Energy Discount Scheme (REDS)  
• Explore the potential delivery of a Renewable 

Electricity Discount Scheme (REDS). 
• This will provide an annual discount on electricity bills 

for those people living and working nearest to the wind 
farm, and be open to all residential, commercial and 
community properties within 5km.



Renewable Energy Discount Scheme (REDS) 
We are currently looking at 
a range of ways to deliver 
discounted electricity to 
households nearest the 
proposal. 

This would be subject to 
community consultation

The amount allocated to 
this would also be decided 
by the community 



Shared Ownership
• Up to 10 per cent of the project will be on offer for the surrounding community to invest in.

• We are keen to support the local community realise this opportunity. Members of our team have been 
directly involved in the success of shared ownership in projects in Scotland before, namely Crossdykes Wind 
Farm in Dumfries and Galloway (still the largest commercial scale wind farm to be built in the UK with 
community ownership).

• Profits generated from this stake can be reinvested to support local initiatives and ambitions, providing a 
sustainable income stream and long-term financial security.

• 9CC



Local Economy
BiGGAR Economics, a leading 
independent Edinburgh-based 
economic consultancy carried out an 
Economic appraisal of the project. 

Local Contractor Portal – Galileo 
Empower  are committed to using 
local suppliers and contractors 
where possible. We will establish a 
dedicated platform for local 
businesses to register for 
opportunities arising from the 
development.



Project 
Example - Yell

• Our community borrowed 
millions to build wind turbines – 
but it’s paid off, big time

https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/our-community-borrowed-millions-to-build-wind-turbines-but-its-paid-off-big-time-5188010
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/our-community-borrowed-millions-to-build-wind-turbines-but-its-paid-off-big-time-5188010
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/our-community-borrowed-millions-to-build-wind-turbines-but-its-paid-off-big-time-5188010


Planning Process
• Ecological Baseline Surveys – Ornithology, Ecology, Hydrology etc.
• Scoping Request – Confirmation with ECU, Highland Council and statutory consultees 

(NatureScot, SEPA, Historic Environment Scotland) and other consultees such as Transport 
Scotland on the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

• Environmental Surveys – Noise monitoring, peat probing etc
• Landscape and Visual – Full landscape and visual assessment will be done producing wirelines 

and photomontages from a selection of (yet to be) approved locations/viewpoints
• Design Refinement – Design refined and confirmed following feedback and environmental 

surveys.
• Environmental Impact Assessment Report – Final impact calculations complete and EIA 

report written.
• Section 36 Application Submission – Project > 50MW
• Consultation Period – Highland Council objection would trigger Public Inquiry.
• Decision issued – Final decision issued by the Scottish Government. 



Scoping Report
• We submitted our Scoping Report to the Energy Consents Unit at the end of April 2025

The purpose of the Scoping Report is to:
Identify the key areas to be considered as part of
the EIA;
•  Identify areas which can be scoped out of the EIA or which do 

not require to be addressed in greater detail; and
• Review activities which may give rise to potential
• significant environmental impacts during the lifecycle of the 

Proposed Development.

Once we receive feedback from the Scoping process
we can begin to undertake more detailed onsite
work which will feed into our Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) allowing our Project Team to assess
the potential environmental effects of the project.

The objective of the Scoping Report is to ensure 
that the EIA is focused on key issues which are 
likely to give rise to significant environmental 
effects.
In short, it’s saying what we intend to investigate
before we submit a planning application and 
asking if  there is anything additional we should 
add in.
The ECU will discuss the report with several 
different consultees – including Highland 
Council, NatureScot and Historic Environment 
Scotland – who will respond with advice or 
requirements.



Timeline

Spring 2023-ongoing

Environmental Surveys Commenced

March 2025

Community Consultation 1

April 2025

EIA Scoping Request submitted to 
Energy Consents Unit

Spring / Summer 2025 

Review feedback, undertake further 
surveys and assessment and refine 
site design

Autumn 2025

Community Consultation 2 and 
further refinement of design

Winter 2025

Submission of Environmental Impact 
Assessment for consent to the Energy 
Consents Unit

*subject to change



Project Contact Details:

Email: kinlochbervie@galileoempower.uk

Website: kinlochbervierenewableenergyproject.co.uk

Phone: 0131 202 3259



Feedback from our first round of exhibitions
A total of 33 feedback sheets, available at both exhibitions, were completed or partially completed. They showed:

o 94% identified as local residents
o 70% said the information provided was useful
o 67% were supportive of national plans to grow renewable energy
o 73% were supportive of discounts on electricity bills for those living and working nearest to the wind farm
o 52% were supportive of a proposed shared ownership of up to 10% in the project

• Common suggestions for use of a community wealth fund included: affordable housing for local residents; support for small businesses; 
community projects; infrastructure development and local amenities; initiatives for young people and senior citizens; road improvements; job 
creation and retention

• Recurring issues attendees said they would have liked to have more information about at the exhibitions included: environmental impact 
during construction; how electricity will be exported from the site; access to the site; community benefits

• Common specific issues attendees said they would like further details on included: environmental impact during construction; export of 
electricity from the site; access to the site; community ownership; job opportunities; community investment

• Among the general observations on the planned project, several attendees questioned whether the site was the right location; others raised 
concerns over deep peat at the site; there were comments that the plans are too vague

• Issues attendees said should be included in final project revisions included: impact on the landscape; site access; links to the grid

additional requested information
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